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Throughout the ages of man, philosophers, mystics and visionaries have pondered
the meaning of human existence. Why was man placed on this good, green earth?
What, if anything, is God doing with His human creation? Does God have any kind of
plan, or is man merely some kind of uncontrolled, divine experiment?

[ 1fc on earth just seems to happen,
oesn’t it? It’s ail action and reac-
mation. The fickle finger of fate
seems to be constantly stabbing the
Auman race entirely at random.
You never know what's going to
happen next. There just doesn’t
seem to be any purpose in it all.

The Apparent Futility of Life. It ap-
pears that there is no plan, no in-
telligible scheme of things. Life is a
scries of accidents and chance cir-
cumstances. Everything is cyclical, it
seems; history does repeat itselfl.
There is predictable pattern but no
apparent purpose.

People go on having wars, maim-
ing and killing each other, never
seeming to learn the lessons of his-
tory. Any sclved problem is imme-
diately replaced by another just as
sericus. Man advances technologi-
cally, but regresses morally and
spiritually.

Good people suffer too! Evil
peopie thrive and capitalize on the
vulnerability of the masses. Oppres-
sion is the hallmark of cur age;
there is no apparent justice. Those
whe break the rufes seem to get
away with it with impunity. The
wicked flourish like a green bay tree
{see Psalm 37:35, KJV).

To the average citizen of the
world, life just doesn’t seem to make
a whole lot of sense. It's a series of
happenings over which one seems to
have little controf. Many dis-
illusioned people, faced with the
harshness of life on this planet, de-
scend into an attitude of despair
and cynicism.

“Where is God?” they ask. “I

810

don’t see any purpose in all this
mess that mankind has gotten him-
self into. 1 think the best thing to do
is to eat, drink and be merry. To-
morrow we'll all be dead anyway.”

And so they adopt an attitude of
sclfishness. Me first. I'm going to ger
all I can out of this life. T don’t want
to hurt anyone, but 1 will if I have
Lo.

Life becomes an endless round of
pleasure seeking and self-indul-
gence. It becomes meaningless and
fruitless.

Too many people adopt an atti-
tude of total pragmatism and op-
portunism. They give up on life in a
sense. After all, what’s the use of
being moral if pcople are just going
lo step on you for it? Why try to fit
yoursclf inte some great scheme of
things when everyone seems to have
a different idea of what the schene
is—or even whether there is one?
Reason for Life. Of course, not
everyone whe has scarched for
meaning in life has become cynical.
Abraham Linceln, for example,
concluded that “The Almighty has
his purposes™ (address to an Indiana
regiment). Winston Churchill, Brit-
ain’s wartime leader, was convinced
that “There is a great purpose being
worked out here betow.”

Those who truly wish to find mean-
ing in life can do so. God, the Cre-
ator of life, has revealed Himself
and His purpose in the pages of the
Bible. To those who accept God’s
written revelation, His plan is no
mystery.

Speaking of the Church, the
apostle Paul wrote: “For he {God]
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has made known to us in all wisdom
ang insight the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the
fuilness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on
earth” (Eph. 1:9-10).

God has a purpose—a plan! That
plan is being worked out by Jesus
Christ. It will come to fruition in
“the fullness of time” and it will
involve the uniting of all of the ele-
ments of the universe in Christ!

What God istelling us is thatsome-
day it will all come together—it will all
make sense! What seems to bz a
random, unconirolled divine experi-
ment will ultimately jeli into a beau-
tiful, cohesive unity that will dazzle
the senses and stagger the mind!

Jesus Christ, as “Executive Direc-
tor” of the divine plan, is very much
on the job. He said: “I work, and my
father works™ (John 5:17). Christ is
working ouf the great master plan of
salvation which involves the recon-
ciliation of all of manking to God.
Ultimately, Jesus will bring about
the “restitution of all things™ (Acts
3:21, KIV),

But how is this to be done? What
is the mechanism through which
God 15 working? How does it in-
volve Jesus Christ?

Jesus’' Message. Jesus Christ came
with a message from God the
Father. It was onc of good news—the
“gospel of your salvation™ (Eph.
1:13). That message contained hope
for the future of the human race. It
was a message of how man could be
recenciled to Ged and how he could
actually become a part of His divine
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(You cant
win the prize
uniess you
start the race)

The apostle Paul -likened
the Christian life to a race
which must be run for the
“prize"" of eternal life. A
person does not even be-
gin his "Race,” however,
untii he has undergone a
genuing conversion. The
New Testament concept of
conversicn involves much
more than a mere in-
tellectual or ritualistic ac-
ceptance of a set of beligfs.
True conversion can be de-
fined in two parts. The first
involves a definite event
which occurs when God
fulfills His promise to place
the Holy Spirit within a per-
son after certain conditions
are met. The second part is
a process which continues
throughout the Christian's
life. If you'd like to know
more about the Bible's
teaching on conversicn,
request the free booklet
Just What Do You Mean—
CONVERSION? Write to
the address of our office
nearest you.

Kingdom. Therefore it was called
“the gospel of the kingdom”™ (Matt.
24:14). In the first instance of Jesus’
preaching, we find this account: “Now
after John was arrested, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of

God, and saying, ‘The time is [ul-

filled, and the kingdom of Ged is at
hand; repent, and believe in the
gospel’ 7 (Mark 1:14).

Jesus came to reveal the way into
the Kingdem of God! Prior to Jesus’
time the people had only had “the
law and the prophets” (Luke 16:16),
but now “grace and truth” were
added (John 1:17). Jesus brought the
light of the gospel into the world.
He came with new information that
had not previously been revealed.
Until God sent Jesus Christ with the
message of the gospel. the plan of
God had been somewhat enigmatic
to the religious world. A blanket of
“darkness” had been spread over
the Jewish people concerning the
real meaning of the Scriptures. Paul
pointed out that “God gave them a
spirit of stupor, eyes that should not
see and ears that should not hear,
down to this very day” (Rom. 11:8).

No one had reaily understood,
with full comprehension, the mar-
velous plan of God up until that
time. Even Paul confessed that “we
know in part” (I Cor. 13:9, KJV).

Though we still see through a
darkened glass, we do see much
more clearly than in ages past! God
has revealed the essential elements
of His master plan to the Church.

The average man on the street
would consider maost of this foolish-
ness, of course. “Nobody really
knows what God is doing,” he
would explain. “The unspiritual
man does net receive the gifts of the
Spirit of God. for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand
them because they are spiritually dis-
cerned” (1 Cor. 2: 14).

So long as the world refuses to

“repent and believe the gospel,” it
cannot know what God is deing!
The world has shut itself off from
that information by its refusal to
submit to God.
A Way Oul, But you can know! You
can understand. Jesus said: “Come
to me, all who labor and are heavy-
laden, and T will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from
me ... 7 (Matt. 11:28-29).

Jesus Christ, the Captain of our
Salvation, will teach and instruct
you through His Word and through
the Holy Spirit. But you will first
have to ailow Him to enter into your
life—and become a vital part of it!
The only real hope of eternal glory
ts “Christ in us” as Paul peinted out
in Colossians 1:27. Jesus Christ is
the “door” through which we enter
into eternal life. He is the only way
to the Kingdom of God. He said: “1
anm the way, and the truth, and the
life” (John 14:6). There is no other
name under heaven by which we
can be saved (Acts 4:12).

There is ro way anyone can reject
Christ and still expect to understand
the plan of God. Christ is Lhe key
figure in that plan. He is working it
out. He ajone has made it possible
for man to be reconciled to his Cre--
ator: “For in him all the fuliness of
God was pleased to dwell, and
through him lo reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood
of his cross” (Col. 1:19-20).

It is through Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross that Ged set up the mecha-
nism by which man could be recon-
ciled to God. That aspect of the
plan is complete. Jesus was born of
& virgin, lived, preached, was cruci-
fied, died, was buried and was resur-
rected after three days and three
nights. He now sits at the right hand
of God the Father as High Priest
and Mediator for the children of
God (the Church). The act that
made it passible for man to be reu-
nited with Ged is complete. In that
sense, man has been reconciled: -
“And you, who once were estranged
and hostile In mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his
body of flesh by his death . ..” (Col.
1:21-22).

Paul was addressing the Church.
Those who are true Christians and
have accepted the jordship of
Christ, and who have faith in His
sacrifice, have been reconciled to
God. We are forgiven, washed in
the blood of the “Lamb.” We are no
lenger cut off from God by our sins
(Isa. 59:2).

We Don’t Have [t Made. But we don’t
have it “in the bag”! We can still
lose that condition of reconciliation.
God has attached a string, a provi-
sion, on that status: * .. Provided



thai you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the
hope of the gospel .. .7 (Col. 1:23).

This is very important! Christians
must realize that it is entirely pos-
sible to /ose our on salvation even
after they have been reconciled to
God by the bicod of Christ! Paul
himself did not believe that he had
it made, though he was reconciled.
He wrote: “I count not myself to
have apprehended .. .” (Phil. 3:13,
KJV). He knew he could lose out on
the Kingdom if he forsook his hope
in the gospel.

“For if we sin deliberately after
receiving the knowledge of the
truth, there no lenger remains a sac-
rifice for sins, but a fearful prospect
of judgment, and a fury of fire
which will consume the adversaries”
(Heb. 10:26-27). This refers to re-
verting to “sin” as a way of life. It
speaks of returning to the world out
of which one was called—of forsak-
ing the Christian way of life. Peter
likened it to a dog returning to its
own vomit (1] Peter 2:22).

(A word of qualification here.
Many have worried unnecessarily
about “the unpardonable sin.” They
have lived in fear and tlerror be-
cause they feel they may have com-
mitted it inadvertently. If you have
been concerned about this, please
e sure to write for our {ree booklets
titled Just What Do You Mean . . .
“The Unpardonable Sin”? and Just
What Do You Mean . .. Conversion?
They will put your mind at ease.)

The point is: ir is possible to be
“tost” after one has been reconciled
to God through Christ! Every Chris-
tian should strive to make his “call-
ng and election sure” (H Peter 1:10,
KIV). '

intended From the Beginning. As we
have clearly secn, God does have a
purpose—a master plan for the uni-
verse. It is being worked out
through the agency of Jesus Christ,
And that purpose is one of long
standing, It was established even be-
fore the creation of the first man,
God knew just how He would rec-
oncile man to Himself in Christ
even before the world was created!
Speaking of those who would ulti-
mately be in the Kingdom. Jesus
said: “Come, O blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared

Jor you from the foundation of the
world™” (Matt, 25:34).

God had intended, right from the
very beginnings of the material uni-

verse, to provide a Kingdom for the -

saints to inherit. Preparations were
made long beyond the memory of
man. - )

/‘But certain aspects of that great
master plan had been hidden from
man’s understanding. God did not
reveal the entirety of His plan to the
early patriarchs of the Old Testa-
ment. Many of the prophets ear-
nestly desired to look into the things
which we can now understand and
know (Malt. 13:17). But Jesus ut-
tered “what has been hidden since
the foundation of the world” (Matt.
13:35).

God’s plan was “finished”—that
is, established—at the very begin-
ning: “...His works were finished
from the foundation of the world”
(Heb. 4:3). God knew, even before
creation, that Christ would have to
come to this earth and be revealed
to man. Peter wrote: “He was des-
tined before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest at the
end of the times for your sake” (I
Peter 1:20).

God knew that He was going to
select a people, an ekklesia (chirch
or group). to exemplify His way
upon the earth. And He knew that
long before He created man through

Christ: “Even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blame-
less before him™ (Eph. 1:4),

God knew that Christ would have
to die in order to pay the penalty for
human sin. The Lamb was “slain
from the foundation of the world”
(Rev. 13:8, KJV).

Every human being, from Adam

“to the Jast human being ever born,

will have his or her cpportunity to
become a part of God’s great plan
of salvation! God is not willing that
any should perish, but that “alf
should reach repentance™ (Il Peter
3:9).

The Three Resurrections. Each of us
will be included in one of a series of
three possible resurrections. There is
a resurrection to eternal life; there is
one to judgment; and finally, one to
eternal death.

Jesus said: “Do not marvel at
this; for the hour is coming when all
who are in the tombs will hear his
voice and come forth, those who
have done goed, to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of judg-
ment” (John 5:28,29).

Those who take part in the first
resurrection will live and rule with
Christ in the Kingdom, adminis-

_tering God’s government on this

earth for a thousand years (see Rev,
20:4, 6).




Others who have never had an
opportunity to be called to the
Kingdom will be resurrected back to
physical life and given an opportu-
nity to live God’s way. This second
resurrection  will occur after the
thousand-year rule of the saints:
“The rest of the dead did not come
to hfe apgain until the thousand
years were ended” (verse 5).

But all who refuse to “bend the
knee” to God, in the final analysis,
will come up in a final resurrection
to be judged and condemned to
eternal death from which there will
be no resurrection. Those who have
been incorrigible and unwilling to
submit to God’s rule and govern-
ment will be destroyed in this third
resurrection. “Then Death and
Hades fthe grave] were thrown into

the lake of fire. This is the second

death, the lake of fire: and if any
one’s name was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into
the lake of fire” (verses 14-15).
(More detailed information may be
obtained by writing to us for the
article reprint “Is This the Only Day
of Salvation?”)

The Exciting Climax. After the third
resurrection, which follows the mil-
lennium, God the Father will de-
scend to a refurbished earth which
has been prepared for Him by
Christ and the saints. Jchn wrote of
this in Revelation 21: “Then I saw a
new heaven and a new earth. ...
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from
God ... and I heard a greal voice
from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the
dwelling of God is with men. He
will dwell with them ... and God
himself will be with them ... (ver-
ses 1-3).

Here we are reading about the *

culmination of the master plan of
God! Here is the exciting climax to
that great, divine purpose! God
dwelling with men! The complete
absence of evil in the earth and its
environs.

In the new Jerusalem, “There
shall no more be anything accursed,
but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be i 1t, and his servants
shall worship him; they shall see his

face, and his name shall be on their .

foreheads” (Rev. 22:3-4).

* At this poiat in future history,
every human being whe has ever
lived on earth will have had his or
her chance for salvation. The vast
majority of mankind will have
“made 1t.” Some—the incorrigibic
wicked—will have ceased to exist,
They will have been burned up com-
pletely in the lake of fire (see Ma-
lachi 4:1). No trace, no spirit, no
soul, no flesh—nothing of them will
remain. It will be as though they
had not been.

Satan, too, will have been ban-
ished to “outer darkness.” Never
again, from that time on, will he or
his demons be allowed to influence
the children of God. They will be
like “wandering stars for whom the
nether gloom of darkness has been
reserved forever” (Jude 13).

Evil will have been banished from
the universe and peace will reign
supreme. Death will be a thing of
the past. Mankind will have realized
his ultimate destiny within the fam-
ily of God. Man will have been
made immortal.’

The apostle Paul summed up the
sequence of events in the master
pian of God in his letter to the Co-
rinthians: “As in Adam all men die,
so in Christ all will be brought to
life; but each in his own proper
place [order]: Christ the firstfruits,
and afterwards, at his coming, those
who belong to Christ. Then comes
the end, when he delivers up the king-
dom to God the Father, after abolish-
ing every kind of dominion,
authority, and power. For he is des-
tined to reign until God has put all
enemies under his feet; and the last
enemy to be abolished isdeath. Scrip-
ture says, ‘He has put all things in
subjection urder his feet” But in
saying ‘all things,” it clearly means to
exclude God whosubaordinates them;
and whenall thingsare thussubject to
him, then the Son himseifwill also be
made subordinate to God who made
all things subject to him, and thus God
will be all in ali” (I Cor. 15:23-28, The
New English Bible).

The Master Plan Complete. What a
marvelous statement: “God will be all

in all”! The entire universe will he
united to God—reconciled in Christ!
Man’s destiny will be complete. The
master plan of salvation will have
been worked out by Christ. The
Spirit of God will permeate the uni-
verse.

How could anyone, realizing
these dazzling, inspiring truths, wish
to remain apart from that magnift-
cent plan? Can you possibly remain
uninvolved?

“Beloved, we are God’s children
now, it does not yel appear what we
shall be, but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. And every
one whe thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure” (1 John
3:2-3).

Will you take the first step to such
self-purification? And if you have
done so, will you continue in the
faith? Will you do what is necessary
to fulfill your intended role in God’s
great master plan of salvation? |
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